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The Seventh Week |  fall 
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This document lays out the Agreement between Laura Eliz-
abeth Benson, henceforth referred to as ‘The Resident,’ and 
1313 Redwood Avenue, henceforth referred to as ‘The House.’ 

Responsibilities of The House 
•	 The House shall not Scare The Resident more than five 

three four (4) times per week, measured from Monday 
at 12:00am to Sunday at 11:59pm. 

•	 A ‘Scare’ is defined as an occurrence, initiated by 
The House, that generates fear in The Resident. This 
includes but is not limited to: 

	○ Objects moving without cause 
	○ Thumps, bangs, and other noises 
	○ Shadows and other visages 
	○ Strains, writings, and other markings
	○ Voices 
	○ THE ENTITY (see Appendix A)

•	 Scares shall not occur between the hours of 9pm and 
5am 7am. Scares while The Resident is sleeping shall 
not occur more than once a month. Quality sleep is crit-
ical for The Resident to maintain mortgage payments 
associated with ownership of living in The House. 

•	 Scares shall not occur with guests present except for 
Sarah Renee Bryan (initial here), who is quoted saying 
“it’s really fucking funny.” See exceptions in Appendix B. 

•	 The House shall not damage property belonging to 
The Resident, including furniture, decor, and other 
objects that were not present when The House was 
sold to The Resident moved in. Glassware may be bro-
ken, but shall not include The Resident’s novelty mug 
collection (see Appendix C). The House is encouraged 
to shall assist in cleaning broken glass. 

•	 The House is FORBIDDEN from mimicking the 
voices of any of the Resident’s family members, living 
or otherwise. 

•	 As of signing this Agreement, The Resident has one pet 
feline, henceforth referred to as The Cat. As The Cat 
cannot consent to this Agreement, The House shall not 
include The Cat in any Scares or associated activities. 

	○ The House may manipulate facets of itself for The 
Cat’s amusement, including but not limited to 
opening and closing doors, angling mirrors, and 
knocking NON-BREAKABLE objects off of shelves. 

2025 Flash Fiction Contest 
Winner Emma Jaynes
With story submission
DRAFT VERSION 4 - 
Residential Partnership Agreement

•	 The House shall not physically harm The Resident or 
The Cat. 

Responsibilities of The Resident 
•	 The Resident shall maintain a tidy interior of The 

House, within The Resident’s physical and mental 
capabilities. The House shall is encouraged to assist 
in these efforts. 

•	 A minimum of one (1) cobweb within The House shall 
remain at all times. 

•	 The Resident shall avoid the inclusion of chartreuse in 
any paint, furniture, or decor. Breaking this clause will 
allow The House one (1) additional Scare each week. 

•	 The following facets of the exterior of The House shall 
remain untouched: 

	○ The oak tree 
	○ The attached swing set; including rusty chains 

and ability to swing back and forth at odd hours 
	○ The front gate; including rusty hinges and ability 

to swing back and forth at odd hours 
•	 Foliage in the yard shall remain overgrown, within 

bounds allowed by City Council. The Resident shall 
engage City Council about this via strongly worded letter. 

•	 The Resident shall not physically harm The House. 
•	 The Resident shall consider obtaining a second cat. 

Emma is a hobby writer and North Carolina native 
who moved to Alabama to chase the stars. They 
live with their partner of eleven years and a cat 
they found in the back of a truck. This is Emma's 
first published piece, written in its primordial form 
during Clarion West's 2025 Flash Fiction Groups.

Substack: willoftitanium.substack.com

[photo: Monica / Flickr]
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T he Six-Week Summer Workshop 
looked a little different this year 
as we reimagined what it means 

to build an online community of writ-
ers across timezones and continents. 
Instead of six back-to-back weeks with 
instructors, we started with workshop 
manager Jae Steinbacher and workshop 
facilitator Amy Hirayama leading the 
class through an introductory week. 
This included community building, 
guest speakers, an introduction to our 
workshop methods, and generative 
writing sessions. By the end of the week, 
students felt connected to each other 
and ready for workshop!

Week two was led by Maurice 
Broaddus who gifted the class with 
his openness and transparency about 
the writing industry. Week three was 
led by Juan Martinez whose holistic 
approach and ability to bridge critique 
and care left a lasting impression on 
the students.

During week four we experimented 
with giving the students a break from 

Saying Farewell, the Class of 2025 with Martha Wells
WORKSHOP REPORT: 

Amy Hirayama
Events & Residency Coordinator

The Clarion West class of 2025, taken at the end of Week 6 with instructor Martha Wells: (L to R, top row) Travis Trusty, Amy Hirayama, Anaïs 
Ornelas Ramirez, Martha Wells, Miguel Torhton, (second row) M.R. Robinson, Ricardo Morales Bonilla, Rukman Ragas, Aishatu Ado, Marnee Chua 
(Executive Director), (third row) Kehkashan Khalid, Plangdi Neple, Angel Leal, Krushna Dande, K.W. Onley, (fourth row) Rida Altaf, Victoria N. Shi, 
Sonia Sulaiman. [Amy Hirayama]

the rigors of writing and workshop-
ping new work: filling the week with 
lectures, talks and Q&A sessions with 
instructors and guest speakers includ-
ing Henry Lien, Ted Chiang, Kelly Link, 
NK Jemison, and others. 

Diana M. Pho brought an editor’s eye 
to the students’ stories during week five, 
and we finished the workshop with the 
long-lens perspective of Martha Wells, 
who was so open and generous with our 
students.

The success of this year’s workshop 
is a testament to the curiosity, warmth, 
and talent of our students who embody 
everything one could hope for in a sup-
portive writing community. This year’s 
class represented voices from Mexico 
City, Saudi Arabia, Nigeria, Germany, 
Sri Lanka, India, Palestine, across the 
U.S., and more! In a time of conflict and 
uncertainty, it was heartening to wit-
ness this group of people reach toward 
each other with compassion, generosity, 
and an eagerness to celebrate each oth-
er’s writing.

And what incredible writing! The 
stories that students brought to the 
workshop each week spanned the wide 
spectrum of speculative fiction from 
historical horrors to space operas to 
unsettling thrillers to even more unset-
tling romances, and don’t even get me 
started on the number of stories that 
brought us to tears. This class embraced 
all that is wild and weird and truly 
unforgettable. 

We are so grateful to the Clarion 
West board members and other commu-
nity volunteers who served as classroom 
assistants, to the alumni who returned 
as mentors and panelists, and to the 
broader Clarion West community who 
offered their time, resources, and love 
for this program. 

The Six-Week Workshop contin-
ues to bring together some of the most 
exciting emerging voices in speculative 
fiction because of the broad, intergen-
erational, cross-cultural, multinational 
support of this incredible community. 
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from top: David Sandner (CW '87) reads at 
CAM. [Marnee Chua]

Ben Wallin, Fonda Lee, Eileen Gunn, Jae 
Steinbacher (CW '14), and Richard Chwedyk 
discuss the influence of Vonda N. McIntyre. 
[Marnee Chua]

Class of 2025 members Victoria N. Shi, Travis 
Trusty, Ricardo Morales Bonilla, Instructor 
Maurice Brauddus, Rida Altaf, Anaïs Ornelas 
Ramirez, Miguel Torhton, and Jae Stein-
bacher (CW '14). [provided by Victoria N. 
Shi CW ’25]

Martha Wells and Andrea Hairston (CW '99). 
[Marnee Chua]

A trio of Verisimilitoad babies at WorldCon. 
[provided by Victoria N. Shi (CW '25)]

On Wednesday, August 13, we filled Hugo House 
to its maximum capacity with alumni and 
instructors for a Clarion West-style kick-off to 

WorldCon! It was a delight for the entire team to see 
nearly half of the Class of 2025 in-person for the first 
time. We also got to see many members of the Class 
of 2024, returning to Seattle, and several members of 
other virtual classes, including the 2025 Novel Writers 
Workshop! The entire event was an excellent oppor-
tunity to reconnect with alumni from different classes 
and see the thriving tapestry of the Clarion West com-
munity in person.  

On Friday, August 15, we 
brought everyone downtown 
to Common Objects for an 
alumni reading and social. 
Featured readers included 
Andrea Hairston (CW ’99), 
Tim Chawaga (CW ’19), Nata-
lia Theodoridou (CW ’18), 
David Sandner (CW ’87), and 
Kristina Ten (CW ’19). Due to 
a scheduling conflict, Henry 
Lien (CW ’12) came at the 
very end to sing us home 
with a rousing rendition 
of ‘Ready to Launch.’ Party 
hosts Nancy Kress and Andy 
Duncan joined us for the 
social, where students from 
several different years got a 
chance to catch up! 

Clarion West Celebrates 40th Anniversary at WorldCon
Huge thanks to all who helped us mark the occasion!



Clarion West
Board of Directors, Fall 2025
Shweta Adhyam | Chair
Izzy Wasserstein | Vice-Chair
M. Huw Evans | Secretary
Kris Millering | Treasurer
Stewart Baker
Nelly Geraldine García-Rosas
M. L. Krishnan
Jon Lasser
Alexandra Manglis
Tod McCoy
Remy Nakamura
Dominica Phetteplace
Nisi Shawl
Yang-Yang Wang

Leadership
Marnee Chua | Executive Director
Rashida J. Smith | Program Director
L.D. Lewis | Development Director

Programs
Amy Hirayama  
Events & Residency Coordinator
Kel Lyle  
Website Manager & Classroom Assistant

Communications
Anne Zhang-Huang  
Communications Specialist
Mark Chavez | Volunteer Editor
Emily C. Skaftun | Graphic Designer

Administration
Elly Bangs | Database Specialist
Sarah Gulde | Bookkeeper
Suzanne Tompkins  
Special Projects Coordinator

Our Mission
We support emerging and under-
represented voices by providing writers 
with world-class instruction to empower 
their creation of wild and amazing 
worlds. Through conversation and public 
engagement, we bring those voices to an 
ever-expanding community.

Our Vision
We aim to set emerging and under-
represented writers on the path to success 
by fostering greater equity and inclusion 
in the speculative fiction world, bringing 
quality speculative fiction to light, and 
bringing writers and readers together.
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Our sincerest thanks to the amaz-
ing Samit Basu for kicking off 
our first Novel Writing Work-
shop and working with our first 
class of novelists! The next novel 
workshop will run from March 9 
through November 23, 2026, and 
will be led by Karen Lord! By the 
time of this printing, the applica-
tions for the 2026 Novel Writing 
Workshop will have closed. 

Barbadian writer Dr. Karen Lord 
is the author of Redemption in 
Indigo (winner of the 2008 Frank 
Collymore Literary Award). Her 
other works include The Best 
of All Possible Worlds (winner 
of the 2009 Frank Collymore 
Literary Award), and The Blue, 
Beautiful World (longlisted for the 
2024 Women’s Prize for Fiction). 
She also edited the anthologies 

DID YOU KNOW?

2026 Workshops
Novel Writing

New Worlds, Old Ways: Specula-
tive Tales from the Caribbean, and 
Reclaim, Restore, Return: Futurist 
Tales from the Caribbean.

WORKSHOPS, continued on page 5 

Financial Aid at Clarion West

A t Clarion West, we realize that the cost of classes and work-
shops, travel, and the time commitment can be a barrier to 
attending our programs. To reduce some of these barriers, we 

are committed to providing scholarships covering full and partial tui-
tion to our workshops; Helping Hands discounts to reduce the cost 
of classes; and free events and programs for our community. We also 
reserve a percentage of Free Registration seats in every class for Black, 
Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC).

Attending an extended workshop, such as the Novel Writing Work-
shop or the Six-Week Workshop includes tuition as well as many other 
expenses, especially time away from work. Some scholarships cover 
full tuition, while others cover a portion of the cost. Historically, every 
student who has requested financial aid has received some amount of 
scholarship assistance. In 2025, 80% of Six-Week Workshop partici-
pants received scholarships. 

Limited Free Registration
For every class, Clarion West holds a percentage of seats to offer 

scholarships for Black, Indigenous, and other writers from underrep-
resented identities, distributed by lottery within two weeks of each 
class, because it is long past time for us to invest in you — your craft, 
your voice, your story, your art. Participation is simple, just complete 
the interest form linked with every class. 

[photo: eye.one.visuals]



“As an agented novelist with expertise with dying 
on sub, Clarion West was somehow humbling AND 

encouraging. I learned more about craft in 6 weeks  
than I did zero drafting multiple books, and the 

community is a gift words can’t describe.”
—Victoria N. Shi (CW ’25)
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The 2026 Six-Week Workshop will take 
place from June 21 to August 1, 2026.

The workshop will be virtual again 
in 2026, continuing with the updated 
virtual format designed to give students 
more time to write, additional lecture 
time with instructors, and more exper-
imentation with workshopping models.

We’re pleased to announce the 2026 
instructors:

Tara Campbell is an award-winning 
writer, teacher, Kimbilio Fellow, fiction 
co-editor at Barrelhouse, and gradu-
ate of American University’s MFA in 
Creative Writing. She’s the author of 
the eco sci-fi novel TreeVolution, two 
hybrid collections of poetry and prose, 
and two short story collections from 
feminist sci-fi publisher Aqueduct 
Press. Her sixth book, City of Dancing 
Gargoyles (SFWP), was a finalist for the 
2025 Philip K. Dick Award, and listed 
in Reactor Magazine’s “Best Books of 
2024” and Locus and SFWA’s Recom-
mended Reading. She teaches creative 
writing at venues such as Johns Hop-
kins University, Clarion West, The 
Writer’s Center, and Hugo House. Find 
her at www.taracampbell.com.

left to right: Tara Campbell [Hillary Deane], Indrapramit Das [Rajib Saha], David Thomas 
Moore [selfie] & Rebecca Roanhorse [Emily Blasquez PHotography].

Six-Week Workshop
Indrapramit Das (aka Indra Das) 
(CW ’12) is a writer and editor from 
Kolkata. He is a Lambda Literary 
Award-winner for his debut novel The 
Devourers (Penguin Random House), a 
British Fantasy and Subjective Chaos 
Kind of Award-winner for his novella 
The Last Dragoners of Bowbazar (Sub-
terranean Press), and a Shirley Jackson 
Award-winner for his widely antholo-
gized short fiction. His debut anthology 
as an editor, Deep Dream: Science Fic-
tion Exploring the Future of Art (MIT 
Press), was nominated for a Locus 
Award. He is an Octavia E. Butler 
Scholar and grateful alumnus of Clarion 
West 2012. Learn more at indradas.com.

David Thomas Moore is the editorial 
director of the fiction department at 
Rebellion Publishing Ltd. (publishing 
under the Solaris imprint), where he has 
worked since 2009. Twice nominated for 
the Hugo Award for Best Editor (Long 
Form), David has commissioned and 
edited a swathe of Hugo, World Fantasy, 
Arthur C. Clarke, Locus, Nebula, Ignyte, 
British Fantasy, and British Science 
Fiction Award-winning and -nomi-
nated books by authors such as Adrian 

WORKSHOPS, continued from page 4

If you’re wondering when the workshop will be 
in person again, please read the section about 
our efforts to support a Creative Arts Hub in 
downtown Seattle [pg 8]! 

Tchaikovsky, Premee Mohamed, Em X. 
Liu, C. S. E. Cooney, and Aliya Whiteley. 
A keen roleplayer and boardgamer, he 
lives in Reading, England, with his wife 
and daughter. For more information, 
visit shop.rebellion.com/collections/
creators-5175-david-thomas-moore.

Rebecca Roanhorse is a New York 
Times bestselling and Nebula, Hugo, 
and Locus Award-winning speculative 
fiction writer. She has published mul-
tiple award-winning short stories and 
novels, including two novels in The 
Sixth World Series, Star Wars: Resistance 
Reborn, Race to the Sun for the Rick Rior-
dan imprint, and the Hugo-nominated 
epic fantasy trilogy Between Earth and 
Sky. She has also written for Marvel 
comics and games, and her TV writing 
credits include FX’s A Murder at the End 
of the World, the Marvel series Echo for 
Disney+, and Netflix series animation. 
She has had her own work optioned by 
Paramount, Amazon Studios, Netflix, 
and AMC Studios. More at Rebecca’s 
website: rebeccaroanhorse.com.

Applications for the 2026 Workshop 
will open December 1, 2025 and close 
on February 13, 2026. Each year, Clarion 
West is able to provide full and partial 
scholarships to a significant number of 
applicants, thanks to our generous com-
munity of donors and sponsors. 



“It's a wonderful 
stabilizing force and I 
needed that because  
I am a project hopper 
if I'm not careful and 

having that anchor point, 
trusting that the work 
that I'm doing on this 

project is worth seeing 
through to the end,  

the workshop has been 
fantastic and life-giving 

in a way for that.”
—Cassandra Farrin, 2025 Novel 

Writing Workshop Participant
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Join Us for These Upcoming Events!

Community Book Swap
When: December 13, 3 – 5 pm 
Where: Common Objects 
2601 1st Ave, Seattle, WA (Belltown)
Join us for the 2nd Annual Commu-
nity Book Swap! A free event open to 
everyone that would like to bring their 
gently used books and swap them for 
others. All leftovers after the event will 
be donated. 

Spring Classes Coming 
Soon
We’ve been hard at work putting 
together the spring line-up, full of 
classes like these:

Alternate Verses, Unlocking Specu-
lative Poetry with Brandon O’Brien
Essentials of Short Speculative Fic-
tion with Ian Muneshwar 
Breaking the Rules with Benjamin 
Rosenbaum
And more! Registrations will open 

again in early 2026. Steamy in Seattle: 
Speculative Rom-com
When: March 21, 2026 
Where: National Nordic Museum 
With: Kimberly Lemming and 
Stephanie Burgis (CW ’01)
Save the Date for the 4th Annual Steamy 
in Seattle! We’ll be back at the beauti-
ful Nordic Museum with some of your 
favorite romance authors who share 
your love for science fiction, fantasy, 
and everything in between. This hybrid 
event has grown to be a community 
favorite as we celebrate the scintillating 
combination of romance and genre over 
a cup of hot tea! 

2026 Flash Fiction 
Groups 
When: June 7 – July 4, 2026 
Where: Virtual
The Flash Fiction Groups are a struc-
tured way for you to start with small 
group critiques and deadline-driven 
story generation. Groups are capped at 

six to eight writers, and a weekly pre-re-
corded video lecture is offered covering 
the nuts and bolts of craft elements. 
You’ll write four stories in four weeks 
and have a weekly prompt to help ignite 
your creativity. Learn the positives and 
challenges involved with group critiqu-
ing and workshopping stories. Clarion 
West hosts groups in private Discord 
channels and assists with group place-
ment. Participation on Discord offers 
a seamless, self-hosted story-sharing 
experience.

Registration opens May 4, 2026.

2026 Teen Camp
When: July 20 – 31, 2026 
M – F, 10 a.m. –  p.m. 
Where: In-Person; locations TBD
In 2026, we’ll hold one two-week expe-
rience for teens entering 9th through 
12th grades with a focus on introduc-
ing science fiction, fantasy, and horror 
writing through field trips, generative 
writing, and multi-media opportunities 
with instructor Tara Campbell. 

Registration will open in early 2026.

above: Books and conversa-
tions exchanged at the Holiday 
Book Swap in 2024.  
[Marnee Chua] 

right: Jasmine Silvera (CW 
'05), Elizabeth Stephens, and 
Anne Aguirre on stage  at the 
Steamy in Seattle event in May 
2025.  
[Elly Bangs CW ’17]







BOOKS, FRIENDS & CLASSES: 
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Jon Lasser (NOVEMBER 10, 1975 – SEPTEMBER 23, 2025)Celeste Rita Baker 
(JULY 28, 1966 –  
OCTOBER 30, 2025)

left: Celeste Rita Baker. [copyright ©2020 Celeste Rita Baker]

above: Members of the Class of 2016 at WorldCon in Seattle 2025: Mitchell Shanklin, Betsy Aoki, 
TJ Berry, Lora Gray, Jon Lasser, and Shiv Ramdas. [Betsy Aoki (CW '16)]

Our friend and colleague, Jon Lasser, 
passed away on Tuesday, September 23. 
Jon went to the Six-Week Workshop 
in 2016, and quickly became a deeply 
interconnected part of the organization 
and our greater writing community. He 
hosted parties at his home, served on 
the development committee, and was 
an insightful and welcome voice on the 
board. 

Jon’s stories have appeared in Light-
speed, Analog, Interzone, Galaxy’s 
Edge, and many others. Patrick Hurley, 

In Memoriam

Glass Bottle Light Shining On
I am shaken and deeply sorry to share 
the news of the passing of our brilliant 
friend, colleague, and author, Celeste 
Rita Baker.

One in our circle has gone on, now an 
ancestor. I had the privilege of meeting 
this wonderful, multi-gifted soul at the 
iconic Frederick Douglass Creative Arts 
Center in New York, twenty-five years 
ago where I was teaching my specula-
tive fiction writing workshop. She was 
a bright star shining inwardly & out-
wardly, and she always made me laugh. 
She is the writer who not only brought 
a unique vision to her own work, but 
also a keen and insightful eye to that 
of others in the workshop. She pushed 
herself and made folks feel stronger, 
their vision for themselves and their 
creative work wider, better. We all 
loved chatting together so much, that 
our workshops would sometimes spill 
over into the Strand Diner on 96th & 
Broadway, and continue into the night. 
Celeste was beautiful, creative, prag-
matic, and observant, and her musical, 
beautiful voice full of her beloved home 
was always a joy to hear.

A Virgin Islander rooted in the lan-
guage and rhythms and lore of her 
culture, her highly original work always 
generated deep discussion and explo-
ration. I loved how deftly she wove in 

social commentary and familial dynam-
ics in ways that startled and engaged. 
She never wrote the same kind of story. 
Each was the result of an alchemy and 
excavation only she knew.

She was the author of the collection 
Back, Belly, and Side: True Lies and 
False Tales (2015, Aqueduct Press) and 
many stories. She was writing a novel 
that I was hoping to see in our world 
some day. Among her many accolades, 
she was honored with the 2021 World 
Fantasy Award for Best Short Fiction 
for "Glass Bottle Dancer." I also had the 
honor to publish her story, "Pedestals, 
Proclivities And Perpetuities," in The 
Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction. 
A classic Celeste tale that could only 
come from her imagination, so weirdly 
wonderful and disturbing in increas-
ingly unexpected ways.

Celeste was a dear friend, a mother, 
and an incomparable author, wholly 

Betsy Aoki, and K.G. Anderson have put 
together a collection of Jon’s published 
works, tentatively titled “Unfinished 
Conversations,” and are currently talking 
with publishers. More information on 
this project will be forthcoming. To learn 
more about this project, contact Betsy at 
betsyaoki.editor@gmail.com. 

Many in the Clarion West Com-
munity sent in their remembrances 
and these are now posted on our web-
site at www.clarionwest.org/2025/09/25/
in-memory-of-jon-lasser.

original in her voice and aesthetic who 
set the page, the stage, and rooms afire. 
Her great work will live on, but Celeste 
Rita Baker—the brilliant writer, the 
magnetic performer, the insightful, lov-
ing friend—will always be missed.

She is survived by her cherished 
daughter, Chana, who cared for her and 
by her many loved ones, dear friends, 
and readers. May she rest in peace.

Send notes of sympathy to her daughter:
Chana Blackette
5707 Lawnmeadow Drive
Charlotte, North Carolina 28216

This tribute has been kindly shared by Sheree 
Renée Thomas, Editor of The Magazine of 
Fantasy & Science Fiction, and has been 
edited for newsletter space constraints.



Is this the future home of 
the Six-Week Workshop?

For several years now, Clarion West 
has been priced out of space appro-
priate for the Six-Week Workshop. 

The cost of the 2024 Workshop—at the 
University of Washington—put a sig-
nificant strain on the organization’s 
finances and costs continue to increase. 

But we may have good news on the 
horizon! A recent partnership with 
Common AREA Maintenance (CAM), a 
Seattle-based nonprofit with ten years 
of experience managing shared arts 
spaces, may lead to the opportunity 
we’ve been looking for. 

CAM is currently working toward 
ownership and management of the 
El Rey Building, a 32,400-square-foot 
property located at 2119 2nd Ave in 
Seattle’s Belltown neighborhood. 

The El Rey Arts Hub will provide 
long-term artist housing, arts residen-
cies, artist studios, nonprofit offices, 
and event space at sustainable rates for 
arts organizations and individual artists 
in the downtown core. 

Now, we’re working with CAM to 
imagine an Urban Arts Residency in 
the heart of Seattle. This could take on 
many shapes, but the building would 
allow for an entire floor dedicated to 
residency engagement, with fifteen to 
eighteen individual bedrooms, common 
areas, and a communal kitchen. 

This opportunity would be available 
for writers and arts organizations across 
Washington, and across the country 
for longer-stay exchanges at affordable 
rates. In addition, we envision inter-
national and cross-cultural exchanges 
for Seattle and King County residents 
and visiting artists. With the building 
location and vision for an event space 
on-site, Clarion West and other arts 
organizations could regularly host read-
ings, open mic events, classes for local 
writers, and the Six-Week Workshop. 

Stay tuned for more information and if you’d 
like to help make this project a reality, please 
email Marnee at marnee@clarionwest.org. 

Announcements: 

Washington Resident? 
Heads up: a new state sales tax must 
now be applied to all live classes and 
workshops.

The 2025 Washington State Legis-
lature passed Senate Bill (ESSB) 5814, 
which added new business activities 
to the definition of retail sales. As a 
result, businesses and nonprofits are 
required to begin collecting sales 
tax on live presentations, including 
online and in-person classes, semi-
nars and workshops; this law went 
into effect on Oct. 1, 2025. While the 
Nonprofit Association of Washing-
ton and other organizations work on 
an exemption, these sales taxes will 
be applied at check-out for Wash-
ington State residents. 

All in-person and online classes and 
workshops will now be subject to sales 
tax for people located in Washington 
State. In-person classes and live pre-
sentations held in Seattle will be taxed 
at the Seattle sales tax rate (10.35% as 
of October 1st, 2025). Online Classes 
& Workshops will be taxed based on 
your billing location. Out-of-state res-
idents will not be charged a sales tax 
for online programs. 

Write-a-thon Pause
Clarion West will not be holding 
a Write-a-thon in 2026. Over the 
years, the Write-a-thon has taken 
on many shapes, most importantly, 
as a fundraiser to support the Six-
Week Workshop and an opportunity 
to build community! However, over 
the last two years, the program has 
required a heavy lift by staff and 
supporters to keep it going. Not to 
worry! The Discord Community 
will continue writing sprints and 
encouragement, and the Flash Fic-
tion Groups will continue! 

What’s in the works? Clarion West 
will take this time to plan a commu-
nity writing challenge for  2027. In 
the spirt of the Write-a-thon, partici-
pants will set writing goals and write 
with a cohort of others from around 
the world. Sharpen your pencils, and 
get ready to build your writing habit 
in fun and creative ways! More infor-
mation next year.
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above: Back left to right: Gabriel Bello 
Diaz, Marnee Chua, Deen Wynveen, 
Jake Fennell, Unknown, Krystal Marx, 
Amy Hirayama, Levi Fuller, Mel Isidor, 
José Luis (Pepe) Montero. Front left to 
right: Timothy Firth, Cypress Manning, 
Sullivan Forderhase, Eric Acosta, Katie 
Wilson (now Mayor of Seattle!).  
[Cynthia Brothers]

right: The El Rey. [Marnee Chua]


